
DEAR FRIENDS,

In 2017 we celebrated our 30th year. Since 1987, we have provided  
home, health, and hope for over 700 residents. In the early days, we 
provided end of life care to those dying from complications of AIDS, 
surrounding them with dignity and love. Today, we provide homes where 
people can live, surrounded by that same compassion. We hope this report 
inspires you and reminds you how much your contributions matter.

As we reflect on the past year, two themes emerge — incredible growth,  
and transformation. This report is a moment to reflect on how much we 
have achieved in permanently ending homelessness for hundreds of people 
living with HIV. We completed the construction of Marshall Flats which 
resulted in 36 more units of supportive housing in our community. We 
successfully advocated for the passage of legislation to create a statewide 
plan to end HIV in Minnesota. In partnership with the Minnesota HIV 
Housing Coalition, we completed a statewide HIV housing plan.

Every person who walks through our doors has a unique set of strengths  
and challenges. Those factors define what type of supports they need  
to move out of homelessness for good. At Clare Housing, we focus on the 
most vulnerable adults living with HIV, including those who are chronically 
homeless and have histories of mental illness and chemical dependency. 

The challenge of living with HIV can be overwhelming. Combined with  
an unstable housing situation, it can be life-threatening. But we know how 
to solve these challenges — with a home and your help. That’s exactly what 
we’re doing for over 280 men, women, and children, every day.

Thank you for providing the resources to make our mission possible. 
Together let’s keep growing until all people living with HIV in Minnesota 
have a place to call home. 

Mark Bishop  Chuck Peterson 
President, Board of Directors  Executive Director
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Damiano House, 1987

Roger was a witty, intelligent person who was 
fearlessly three-dimensional. Toward the end 
of his life, like many who lead complicated 
lives, his greatest weakness transformed 
into his greatest gift – both to me and to the 
residents who call Clare Housing home. But 
before we talk about Roger’s struggle and his 
gift, let’s talk about Roger, the man. 

To the right, you’ll see a photo of my uncle 
taken in Beirut, Lebanon, where he taught 
English after graduating from college. 
What you see is a young person, enjoying 
his life. And he was doing so fully, perhaps  
for the first time. You see, Roger grew up  
in a conservative town along the North Shore 
in the 1940s and 50s. Roger traveled halfway 
around the world to finally be himself – a gay 
man.

Abroad he found friends and a new sense 
of identity. He brought that pride home and 
started a career in information technology.  
A member of MENSA and a lover of the arts, 
he enjoyed attending operas and classical 
music concerts, and being in conversation 
with friends – sharing his opinions  
and stories, and inspiring laughter.

Although Roger found friendship, career 
satisfaction, and financial independence, his 
life had a shadow. Prone to depression, Roger 
self-identified later as a “high-functioning 
alcoholic.” His career kept his dependence 
largely at bay before he retired. However, 
once his professional responsibilities ended, 
his drinking escalated.

These were the most difficult times.  
In retirement, Roger became more isolated 
and dependent. He spent nights in detox. He 
cycled in and out of treatment. My mother, 
Linda, found him passed out and near death 
from drinking on multiple occasions. 

Nothing lifted the weight burdening 
Roger, until the very foundation 
of Roger’s life – his home – was 
threatened.

Linda got the news. Roger’s Homeowners 
Association delivered an ultimatum after 
running water flooded a neighbor’s condo: 
“Get help or get out.” Roger entered  

an intensive Dialectical Behavioral Therapy 
program. The day he graduated, after 
months of demanding and introspective 
work, I treated Roger to a celebratory lunch. 
He had a certificate. He was so proud. Roger 
was sober, and for the first time, he was able 
to maintain his sobriety. 

Roger hung the certificate in the 
home that he would now get to keep.

Roger’s pain went deep. Was the seed  
of that sadness planted on the North Shore 
– growing up different, feeling alone? Was 
it a genetic predisposition toward addiction 
and depression? I don’t know. All I know is 
that the pain grew with him. Fortunately,  
although dependency and despondency 
were trends in his life, they alone do not 
tell the whole story. Out of his pain grew 
something else – compassion.

Like many of the residents at Clare 
Housing, Roger was gay. Like many of the 
residents at Clare Housing, Roger struggled  
with mental illness and chemical  
dependency. Roger also knew the value 
of a home and its essentialness to one’s 
well-being. 

Out of the darkness in Roger’s life grew one 
sweet year of sobriety, his last year. That year 
was a gift to my mother and me. Out of that 
time also grew Roger’s intention to leave his 
gift to Clare Housing. 

In our darkest moments, it’s hard to imagine 
that our pain has a purpose. But if Roger’s 
pain had a purpose, it was this – making 
home possible, now and in the future,  
for people who know what it’s like  
to struggle, just like he did.

The Bequest of Roger O. Mattson Inspired  
the Launch of the Clare Housing Legacy Society

Out of Struggle Grew 
Compassion

My name is Jeffrey Gram, and I’d like 
to tell you about my late uncle, Roger 
Mattson, the man who inspired the 
creation of the new Clare Housing 
Legacy Society. 

Roger Mattson in Beirut, Lebanon, 1973

Grace House, 1990
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Agape Home, 1993 Clare House, 1996

What Will Your 
Legacy Be?
We are deeply grateful  
and humbled by Roger 
Mattson's transformative gift.

Kindled by this generosity, we are 
honored to announce the launch 
of the Clare Housing Legacy 
Society: Inspired by Roger O. 
Mattson. Legacy giving does not 
require a large income or estate. 
It only requires an intention  
to make a difference by identifying 
a charitable organization in your 
will or estate plan.

By becoming a member of the Clare 
Housing Legacy Society, you will 
join others like Roger who have 
chosen to make a lasting impact  
on our work. Your generosity will 
fuel our commitment to ensuring 
all people living with HIV have 
access to housing and health care.

Charitable giving will determine 
our future. With your help, we 
can make our vision a reality  
for generations to come. If you 
are interested in learning more  
about the Clare Housing Legacy 
Society, please contact Jim Seas, 
director of community engagement,  
at 612.236.9517.

Meet Our Residents
With the opening of Marshall Flats in 2017, Clare Housing is now home 
to 282 people living with and affected by HIV. Here are a few of their 
stories.

Anita

Overcoming Stigma to Succeed

Too ashamed to ask for support, help for Anita's  
addiction found her after a fellow user pulled  
a knife on her. Ordered to treatment, she was  
assigned a roommate who used racial slurs 
and outed her HIV status. Anita still completed  
treatment, and now lives drug-free today at one  
of our Care Homes where her grandkids can visit.

Chris

Back on His Feet Again

Chris had a promising career in a New York ad 
agency. Sadly, a meth addiction took over his life, 
leading to several years of homelessness. Today 
he lives independently at one of our apartment 
buildings, where Chris reports that his affordable 
housing is the cornerstone of a drug-free life that 
has enabled him to take control of his HIV.

Kivon

New Housing = New Hope

When Kivon was diagnosed, it seemed like his life 
was over. Barely surviving on the streets, shame 
and depression over his HIV status threatened  
to claim his life. Kivon found new hope by connecting  
to his faith, and in 2016 he found a permanent  
affordable home at Clare Housing. Today Kivon has 
a job and sees a bright future ahead of him.
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HEALTH OUTCOMESHousing & Health Care = Addressing Injustice
Any person can contract HIV. However, your 
chances of infection are impacted dramatically 
by serious social problems including poverty, 
racism, homophobia and stigma. 

Who gets HIV is very much a social justice 
issue. The populations Clare Housing serves 
reflect this reality. But it also paints a picture 
of hope. Once residents are housed, 96% 
become connected to medical care. Ninety-
percent have undetectable viral loads. 
Undetectability is essential to living your 
healthiest life with HIV, and preventing further 

transmission. Exciting research by the CDC 
has shown that those who are undetectable 
cannot pass the virus on to others. By taking 
control of their health, our residents are doing 
their part to end the epidemic.

Currently there are an estimated 1,500 people 
living with HIV in the state of Minnesota who 
remain unstably housed. When compared  
to CDC HIV national rates of medical care  
and undetectability, it's evident that what 
we're doing is working. What we need to do is 
more of it. 
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Marshall Flats Opens to Fanfare
On July 26th, 2017 Clare Housing community members, funders,  
and northeast neighbors gathered to celebrate the Grand Opening  
of Marshall Flats. The event also marked the achievement of Clare 
Housing's ambitious 3-year goal to open 100 new homes for very low-
income people living with HIV. Mayor Betsy Hodges commemorated  
the organization's 30th Anniversary by proclaiming it Clare Housing Day  
in Minneapolis. Thanks to everyone who attended!

Board Member Joanne Kosciolek and Bridget 
Hust

Clare Staff, Johnny Stoll  
and D'Angela Hester

Mayor Betsy Hodges and Executive Director 
Chuck Peterson

Jerry Westrum, Travis Sutherland, Michelle Baltus 
Pribyl, Emily Timm, Chuck Peterson and Board 
President Mark Bishop

"Not only do you have the right mission, 

Clare Housing delivers on that mission.  

This is a space that will bring people up.  

And I can't wait to meet every single  

one of the residents."

— Kevin Reich, Ward 1 City Councilmen
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Chuck Peterson
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You Make Home Possible for Our Residents — Thank You!
We are so grateful for the generous gifts and pledges from individuals, foundations, and businesses who support our mission.  
We would like to acknowledge our 2017 donors by listing their names below. (Donations listed below were given  
between January 1, 2017 and January 13, 2018.)
 Indicates Journey Home Circle Member, donors who pledged a gift of at least $1,000 or more  for 5 years. 
* Indicates Sustainable Donors who have committed to annual recurring donations.
$ Indicates companies that matched an individual donor's gift.
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Jessica Shortall
Jeff Sibert

John Kundtz  
& Thomas Amon*

James & Nick Kunz*
Joseph Kuznik
Kathleen Lafferty
Pam Landersteiner 

-de Looze
Janine Langsjoen
John & Susanne 

Langworthy
Carol Lansing
ChristianAnn Larson
David Larson
Doug Larson  

& Alice Clarke
William & Carol Lauder
Dorice Law
Jim Lawser  

& Duane Bandel
Mary Lebak
Nancy Lee & Steve Hefty*
Nancy M. Lee
Thomas Legeros
Lynne Lien
Thomas Lincoln*
John Livingston
Barbara Loida
Ann & John Lonstein
Brent & Charlie Love
Paul Lubinski
Jeremy Lulloff
Kathryn Lyons
Jeremy Maeker  

& Jared Barringer
Vernon Maetzold
Colleen Maiers 

& David McKiernan*
Erick Maki
Joseph Manion 

& Tim Claussen
Jeffrey Masco
Marie Maslowski
Lee Mauk & Russ Bursch*
Marion Mazur
Heather McCourtney
Patricia & Robert McGuire
LaDonna Meinecke
Brock Metzger
Monica Meyer
Andrew Michaelson  

& Casey Nolan
William & Pat Middeke
Pheobe Mikkola
Annette Miller
Bryan Miller
Cheryl & Thomas Miller
Roger Miller  

& Adam Elg
Jeanine Mlynek
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Patrice Siefert
Gregory Singleton*
Melissa Skeans
Gabe & Angela Skelly
Chris Skordahl*
Amber Skorich
Paul Skrbec  

& Chuck Bevolo
Nancy & Glenn Skuta
Joseph Smagacz
Hugh Smeltekop
Jim Smith*
Keith Smith
Lorraine Smith
Don Sommers
Jeffrey Spencer
Bryce Sprosty

Leann Steffen  
& David Axelsen

Shari Steffen
Jenny Stevens
Carol Stoddart
Arthur Stoeberl  

& Ron Wilson
Lynn Stoltzman
Karla Stone
Jack Stuart
Dan Studnicka
Andy Stutsman  

& Lonny McLaughlin
Tim Sullivan & Kris Klassy
Tracy Sundstrom
Jerrald Swenson
Peter Swenson  

& Joanna Imm*
Jayne Sykora
Cari Tan
Peter Tanghe  

& Michelle Harris
Bryan Taylor
Danielle Taylor
Tina Teague
John & Jacqueline 

Teisberg
Sharon & Timothy 

Tenbroeke Balke*
Danielle Thaemert
Ian Thielke
Carly Thornberry
Emily Timm

Matt Toburen
Richard & Janet Tockman
Sr. Anne Elise Tschida
Kathleen Tully
Crystal Van Canneyt
Tom Vance
Patricia VanErt
Keri VanOverschelde*
Shawn Vaxter
Haylee Veazey
Jason & Michelle Wachtl
Kim Waldof
Elizabeth Wallace
William Weber
Hope Wedge
Edward Weinberg
David Wellington
Maureen Wells
David Welper
Dori Westfall
John & Kelly Wheaton
Mark White
Gary & Andy  

Whitford Holey
Kathy Wilde
Lori Wilfahrt
Dianne & David Wilkie
Bradford Williams
Crystal Williams
Peter Williams*
Stephanie Williams 

O'Brien
Jean Willis
Margaret Winchell  

& William Devins
Kevin Winge
Robert Winters  

& Jerry Kelley
Scott Wiyninger
Leigh Wold
Jackie Woller
Victor Wong
Mick & Helen Wooley
Anne Woolsey  

& Karen Bowen
Jeffrie Wozniak
Chia Xiong
Abdifatah Yusuf
Jean Zimmerman

Our apologies for any omissions 
or errors in presenting our 2017 
donor listing. Should you have 
any questions or concerns, 
please contact Chris Briggs  
at 612.236.9524.

Follow us on facebook and twitter

Table Hosting is a very important one-
time volunteer opportunity. It doesn't 
require a significant time commitment,  
and there's no fundraising experience 
necessary.

All you need to do is fill a table of 10 at our 
Annual Fundraising Luncheon, A Place  
to Call Home, on September 26, 2018  
at the Minneapolis Convention Center. 
You will have support every step of the 
way. 

Invite anyone who you think would be 
inspired by our mission. They can be your 
friends, family, colleagues, or neighbors. 
Although the luncheon is a fundraiser, 
there is no fee for registering. There is 
also no minimum contribution required 
of anyone, including you, the Table Host. 

You and your guests should give solely 
based on how inspired you are by our 
program and how passionate you are 
for our mission. No need to worry about 
asking your guests to donate. Just sit 
back and let them hear the stories of our 
speakers. We'll do the rest.

Would you like to learn more? Please 
contact Debbie Wyman, community 
outreach coordinator, at 612.236.9528 
or  debbie.wyman@clarehousing.org.

VOLUNTEER
B E  A  2 0 1 8  TA B L E  H O S T !



929 Central Avenue NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55413

 
612-236-9515 
clarehousing.org
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SAVE THE DATE FOR

a place to call home
Sept .  26 ,  2018 |  12  – 1  pm

MINNEAPOLIS CONVENTION CENTER | 1301 2ND AVE S, MINNEAPOLIS

 
Be  inspi red  by  the  f i rsthand stor ies

of  res idents  who have  found home,  heal th , 
and hope at  C lare  Housing.

 Would you like to be a Table Host? Contact Debbie Wyman, community outreach 
coordinator, at  debbie.wyman@clarehousing.org or 612.236.9528.


